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From: Amy Hinsley [Amy.Hinsley@fauna-flora.org]
Sent: 29 March 2010 16:43

To: Jenny Birch
Subject: RE: Press Releases - Darwin

Hi Jenny,
Here is one list from our comms team, see below for other links (all copied from various emails,
so if it states 'current issue' this was likely to be current last year!). It got a lot of coverage!

With regards to the website, would you like to draft something from the information that you
have and I will have a look at it? Do you have any pictures? [ will also write a news story for
the website based on what you send over, just to get some people visiting the page!

Deforesting the Forbidden Fruit — The ancestral apple that Eve might have bitten in biblical
times -- and the original species of many domestic fruits we eat today -- are threatened with
extinction in Central Asia.

Commodity online (bit random): http://www.commodityonline.com/news/Fruits-and-nuts-are-
losing-their-wild-ancestors-17569-3-1.html

This Week - The Red List of Trees in Central Asia story has gone into the current issue of The
Week magazine. We have a copy here for FFI Comms records but I can't email the scanned
article (due to licensing laws...)
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/agriculture/food/5294653/Ancient-forests-which-gave-us-the-
apple-are-in-danger-of-extinction.htm!

http://www.independent.ie/world-news/asia-pacific/death-in-the-orchard-of-eden-1733613.html

http://www.freshplaza.com/news detail.asp?id=43334

http://www.redorbit.com/news/science/1684988/study suggests wild fruit trees could be clo
se_to_extinction/index.html

http://www.agbios.com/main.php?action=ShowNewsltemé&id=10681

http://yubanet.com/enviro/As-apples-blossom-in-the-UK-their-wild-ancestors-face-
extinction.php

http://www.telegraaf.nl/buitenland/3869426/ _ Wilde fruitbomen_sterven uit___.html
(apparently De Telegraaf is the largest Dutch daily newspaper, with a circulation of 800,000 -
not bad!)

It was also written up by Asia news International (ANI) which is South Asia's biggest news
agency. The sites below ran the ANI article:

hitp://www.sindhtoday.net/health/94347.htm

http://www.britainnews.net/story/498993
http://www.newspostonline.com/uncategorized/wild-fruit-trees-in-danger-of-becoming-extinct-
2009050853664

http://www.duniyalive.com/?p=23060
http://www.littleabout.com/2009/05/08/wild-fruit-trees-in-danger-of-becoming-extinct/
http://news.smashits.com/38 1776/ Wild-fruit-trees-in-danger-of-becoming-extinct.htm
http://www.newstrackindia.com/newsdetails/94933
http://www.topnews.in/wild-fruit-trees-danger-becoming-extinct-2 163422

Last but certainly not least, Georgina has kindly agreed to be interviewed by the BBC for The
World Tonight on BBC Radio 4: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qt13
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Wild fruit trees face extinction

By Victoria Gill

Science reporter, BBC News SEE ALSQO
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The wlld ancestors of common
domestic fruit trees are in
danger of hecoming extinct,
sclentists have warned.

Researchars have published a "red
list" of threatened species that
grow in the forests of Central
Asia,
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But in the last 50 years, about
909% of the forests have been
destroyed, according to
conservation charity, Fauna 8
Flora International.
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a | News feeds

The Red List of Central Asia
dentifies 44 tree species in
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan as under threat from
extinction.

Kyrgyzstan's forests are home to the
ancestors of domestic apples
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“A lot of these species are only found in this area," sha told BBC 7
News. "It's very mountainous and dry, so many of these species have A

a great deal of talerance to cold and drought. .
% US beauty queen could lose title

A lot of our domestic fruit supply comes from a very narrow genstic .
base," she continued. "Given the threats posed to food supplies by
disease and the changing climate, we may need to go back to these
species and include them in breeding prograromes.®

Hobbits 'are a separate species'
» Most popular now, in detsil

Farming fruit

Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan are thought to be the ancestral homes of
familiar favourites such as Red Delicious and Golden Delicious.

The US Department of Agriculture has already sponsored expeditions
ta Kazakhstan, during which scientists have collected samples with
the aim of expanding the genetic diversity of farm-grown apples.

This type of genetic foraging, Dr
Eastwood explained, allows
domestic lines to be crossed with
wild strains, producing varieties
more resistant to diseases such
as apple scab, a fungus that can
devastate crops

"But these countries lack the
resources to conserve therr
valuable trees," added Dr
Eastwood,

Communities in Central Asia are
lsarning to usa the forests sustainably

This year, as part of the the UK Darwin Initiative, Fauna & Flora
International 15 working with scientists in Kyrgyzstan to carry out
research on threatened trees and develop methods to harvest the
fruit sustainably.

The organisation is training local scientists and involving communities
in the planning and managing of their own forests.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/8036785.stm

The BBC 15 not rasponsible for the content of extarnal
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A bowl of Central Asian fruits and nuts,
(Photo: Chris Loades, FFI)

The ancestral specieés of many fruits
and nuts we enjoy in the West are
threatened with extinction in Central
Asla. A recent report by Fauna & Flora
Intarnational has found nearly 90
percent of the region's fruit and nut
forests have been lost in the past 50
years, The conservation group’s Global
Trees Campalgn coordinator, Georgina
Magin, talks with host Jeff Young about
what's at stake if the ancestral roots of
the fruits we enjoy are lost forever,

YOUNG: There's nothing more American than apple pis.

But, like a lot of Americans, apples have their roats in another
country—far the apple the old homeland is present day
Kazakhstan. The apple is just one of many important fruits and
nuts that descend from ancestral versions still found in the
mountain forasts of Central Asia, But a recent report by the
conservation group Fauna and Flora Intemational shows most of
Central Asia's fruit and nut forests are already gone. More than
300 species are threatened with extinction.

http://www.loe.org/shows/segments.htm?program|D=09-P13-00020&segmentID=5




{00 2601 89 -Uapa-jo-pIBUoI0-aUj-Ul-JIEap;/aljeu;JuaWUoIIAUS 5N 00 JUSpUSdspur MM, any

" T A PRIRATR U Aty 290] 2 J[, J0qINT  -DONSTLIBIAY RI0L] % CuTe] AJLreTd won
St SMWISINYRDAYS  puog iy pay o) ‘potusr BruoInY -BAJASUO0) GBTILIg &) 03 SwpIIoy
LRI _....._h.n..,l PTBS [ '500.0 JNi pUe Y Pl Joj dnoy 8T Py aR U0
e 0008 VA B I8 QSAXY REISY (LR, UGy g 0] Mouars satads asag: Jo og.
R Daman: “edur eAeSeu v puy os[e Fey goNl[]  TASAsSuUDKEn, “EIITEM Pl 9 PUE - U0

eﬂﬁ...os.seas&a suo%qﬁuﬁgss

" I " ’ ¥ L2 L U
J0 &roBamo giﬂbﬂﬂs aﬂiﬂgﬁﬁgtg % - SUD P AR THA BONEICEI0) Esgggg
HHEB. g il uy ] o dn umesp seq g (4D e pdde ni}._n ) Fnoy 5
%-euﬂmﬁ..gﬁ
. [ende:

MR 1 i oy susauiop e jo soymed
r . .aa.ﬁﬁuu...ﬁﬂs_zu? .»_..nﬂ._

10 92UDISTED A1aA 303 07 I8} O PO

uaoq-%b%aﬁn&jug&&u_ﬂ

3.:& 1 AjipEad O] P I nu_..,
-moomy »SM in.axqﬁﬂamﬁ

HOLIGI INIWNCUINNG

il’\ﬁ

H&E J3pun aJe A3} MON “SINUfEM pue m_ou_am mm_aam Pl4OM 3} SAES eISY [R1UI) JO SISBI0) JUBIDUR Y <«

:@@m ,Ho EEEO @E ul Em@Q |

¢ |EED




//
b

GLOBAL TREES
CAMPAIGN ,aE,ﬁ.cm!...
Media Release For immediate release

As apples blossom in the UK their wild ancestors face extinction

Cambridge, 7 May 2009 - Several of the world’s fruit and nut trees, wild ancestors of the
fruits we eat today, are seriously threatened with extinction, a new ‘Red List’ released by tree

experts warns today.

Many of these species occur in the unique fruit and nut forests of Central Asia — an estimated

90% of which have been destroyed in the past 50 years.

The Red List of Trees of Central Asia’ identifies 44 tree species in Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan as globally threatened with extinction. The region is
home to over 300 wild fruit and nut species, including wild apple, plum, cherry, apricot,
walnut and many other important food trees from which domesticated varieties are thought to

originate.

Owing to the often fragmented, mountainous geography of the landscape, these plants
display exceptionally high genetic diversity, which could prove vital in the development of
new disease-resistant or climate-tolerant fruit varieties. This could be of huge importance to

future food security as the global climate changes.

The fruit and nut forests have been described as a biological Eden?, and have long held an
important role in human culture. It is believed that many of the fruit and nut trees familiar in
cultivation today were domesticated from these forests, and were then distributed by people
along the Silk Road long ago. For example, domestic apples are now known to be derived
from the wild species Malus sieversii °, which is native to Central Asia and is identified as

threatened in the report.



The Red List of Trees of Central Asia’ was compiled by international scientists and published
by Fauna & Flora International in collaboration with Botanic Gardens Conservation
International as part of the Global Trees Campaign®. It identifies over-exploitation, human
development, pests and diseases, overgrazing, desertification and fires as the main threats
to the trees and forests in the region. Lack of financial resources and infrastructure since the

break-up of the Soviet Union has also had a negative impact on the forests of the region.

Dr Antonia Eastwood, lead author of The Red List of Trees of Central Asia, said: “Central
Asia’s forests are a vital storehouse for wild fruit and nut trees. If we lose the genetic diversity
these forests contain, the future security of these foods could be jeopardized, especially in

the face of unknown changes in global climate.”

Fauna & Flora International (FFI) is already working in Kyrgyzstan to save and restore one of
the most highly threatened apple species identified in the report, the Niedzwetzky apple (or
Malus niedzwetzkyana), as part of the Global Trees Campaign. FFl is also working with local
communities and government forest services in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to encourage
sustainable use and more effective protection for forest resources, including providing
training for community groups and grants for eco-friendly small businesses to assist local

livelihoods.

To build on this work, a new collaborative project is being launched in Kyrgyzstan this year,
led by Prof. Adrian Newton of Bournemouth University, UK (a co-author of The Red List of
Trees in Central Asia) and involving Fauna & Flora International, Botanic Gardens
Conservation International and several institutions in Kyrgyzstan. With funding from the UK
Government’s Darwin Initiative, the project will conduct research on threatened trees, provide

training to Kyrgyz scientists and involve local communities in forest use planning.

Prof. Newton said: “/n a year when we are celebrating the anniversary of the birth of Charles
Darwin, it is a great privilege to have the opportunity to help conserve these forests, which
have been of such evolutionary importance. Given their extraordinary role in human history
and culture, it is hard to think of any native forests more worthy of conservation. We very
much look forward to working with colleagues, both in the UK and in Kyrgyzstan, to help

prevent extinction of these wild fruit and nut tree species”.

Notes to editors:



1. The Red List of Trees of Central Asia by Antonia Eastwood, Adrian Newton and Georgy
Lazkov, was compiled from information from regional experts who attended a workshop in
Kyrgyzstan, and subsequent research. It is published by Fauna & Flora International in
collaboration with Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI) as part of the Global
Trees Campaign. The report is produced under the auspices of the Global Tree Specialist
Group of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Species Survival
Commission (SSC). The region concerned covers Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,

Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. The report is available to download from www.globaltrees.org — a

Russian version will be available shortly.

2. In his critically acclaimed book Wildwood (2007), the late Roger Deakin referred to this
region as “Eden”. He also described the tale of the Malus sieversii — of its origins,
propagation along the Silk Road, then dispersal to the rest of the world — as “a cross

between the Book of Genesis and the Just So stories: How the apple began”.

3. Malus sieversii has recently been judged to be the genetic progenitor of all domestic
apples in cultivation today, by scientists from the University of Oxford (see Barrie Juniper and
David Mabberley, ‘The Story of the Apple’, Timber Press, 2008).

4. The Global Trees Campaign, a partnership between Fauna & Flora International, Botanic
Gardens Conservation International and many other organisations around the world, aims to
save threatened tree species through provision of information, conservation action and

support for sustainable use. See www.globaltrees.org

Further information:
For further information, interviews or high-resolution images, please contact:

Jilly McNaughton
Communications Manager

Fauna & Flora International

+44 (0) 1223 579473
Jilly.mcnaughton@fauna-flora.org

Belinda Hawkins

Research Officer

Botanic Gardens Conservation International
+44 (0)20 8332 5953



belinda.hawkins@bgci.org

Prof. Adrian Newton
Bournemouth University

+44 (0) 1202 965670
ANewton@bournemouth.ac.uk

About Fauna & Flora International (FFI) (www.fauna-fiora.orq)

FFI1 protects threatened species and ecosystems worldwide, choosing solutions that are
sustainable, based on sound science and take account of human needs. Operating in more
than 40 countries worldwide — mainly in the developing world — FFI saves species from
extinction and habitats from destruction, while improving the livelihoods of local people.
Founded in 1903, FFI is the world’s longest established international conservation body and

a registered charity.

About Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI) (www.bgci.org)

BGCI is the world’s largest plant conservation network, linking over 600 botanic gardens in
over 120 countries in a shared commitment to biodiversity conservation, sustainable use and
environmental education. BGCI mobilises botanic gardens and works with partners to
secure plant diversity for the well-being of people and the planet. BGCI provides the
Secretariat for the IUCN Global Tree Specialist Group that is responsible for compiling
information on the conservation status of trees worldwide.

About Bournemouth University (www.bournemouth.ac.uk/conservation/)

In the recent Research Assessment Exercise (RAE), Bournemouth University recorded one
of the largest improvements in research performance in the UK. The ranking means that BU
is now in the top ten for research amongst the UK's new universities — those institutions
which have become universities since 1992. The Centre for Conservation Ecology and
Environmental Change is one of the research centres within the University, and undertakes
internationally recognised research on environmental change and its impacts on

biodiversity. It is also a leading provider of education and training in conservation science.
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BEE NEWS

Wild fruit trees face extinction

By Victoria Gill
Science reporter, BBC News s

The wild ancestors of common domestic fruit trees are in danger of becoming
extinct, scientists have warned.

Researchers have published a "red list" of threatened species that grow in the forests of
Central Asia.

These disease-resistant and climate-tolerant fruit trees could play a role in our future food L
security. ;

But in the last 50 years, about 90% of the forests have been destroyed, according to
conservation charity, Fauna & Flora International.

The Red List of Central Asia identifies 44 tree species in Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan and Tajikistan as under threat from extinction.

It cites over-exploitation and human development as among the main threats to the region's
forests, which are home to more than 300 wild fruit and nut species including apple, plum,
cherry, apricot and walnut.

Antonia Eastwood, the lead author of the research, described the region as a "unique global
hotspot of diversity".

"A lot of these species are only found In this area," she told BBC News. "It's very
mountainous and dry, so many of these species have a great deal of tolerance to cold and

drought.
"A lot of our domestic fruit supply comes from a very narrow genetic base," she continued.

"Given the threats posed to food supplies by disease and the changing climate, we may need
to go back to these species and include them in breeding programmes."

Farming fruit

Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan are thought to be the ancestral homes of familiar favourites such
as Red Delicious and Golden Delicious.

The US Department of Agriculture has already sponsored expeditions to Kazakhstan, during
which scientists have collected samples with the aim of expanding the genetic diversity of
farm-grown apples.

This type of genetic foraging, Dr Eastwood explained, allows domestic lines to be crossed
with wild strains, producing varieties more resistant to diseases such as apple scab, a fungus
that can devastate crops.

"But these countries lack the resources to conserve their valuable trees," added Dr Eastwood.

This year, as part of the the UK Darwin Initlative, Fauna & Flora International is working with
scientists in Kyrgyzstan to carry out research on threatened trees and develop methods to

http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbe.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/80367... 29/03/2010
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harvest the fruit sustainably.

The organisation is tralning local sclentists and involving communities in the planning and
managing of their own forests.

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/scl/tech/8036785.stm

Published: 2009/05/07 09:18:28 GMT

© BBC MMX

http://newsvote.bbe.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/80367... 29/03/2010
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Death in the Orchard of Eden

By Michael McCarthy, Environment Editor

The ancient forests of Central Asia gave the world apples, apricots and walnuts. Now
they are under threat

In Biblical legend, it grew in the Garden of Eden. In reality, it grew wild in Kazakhstan. And now the
world's original apple tree, the progenitor of all our modern apple varieties, is threatened with extinction.

It is one of nearly 50 trees, including the original apricot and the original walnut, which have become
endangered in a belt of forests in Central Asia - a region home to more than 300 wild fruit and nut
species, including, plum, cherry, and many other important food trees from which domesticated varieties

are thought to descend.

In the past 50 years an estimated 90 per cent of these forests have been destroyed, and a new survey
has pinpointed the threat to the very existence of many of the wild tree species they contain. The Red
List of Trees of Central Asia identifies 44 tree species in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan and Tajikistan as threatened with extinction.

Notable among them is Kazakhstan's wild apple, Malus sieversii, which scientists from the University of
Oxford have recently judged to be the genetic progenitor of all domestic apples in cultivation today. (The
name of Kazakhstan's former capital city is Almaty, which means "Father of Apples".)

it is thought that as the wild apples were domesticated and bred, they gradually spread westwards down
the Silk Road, the great trading highway for camel caravans which linked Asia to the Middle East and
ultimately Europe, and that this process was repeated with other fruits and nuts. It happened with the
wild apricot, Armeniaca vulgaris, from which all the current varieties of apricot stem - 6,000-year-old
apricot seeds have been discovered during archaeological excavations in the region - and the wild
walnut, Juglans regia. Both of these species are now to be found on the Red List.

According to the British conservation charity Fauna & Flora International (FFI), which has drawn up the
list in collaboration with Botanic Gardens Conservation International, "these fruit and nut forests have
been described as a biological Eden, and have long held an important role in human culture”.

The Red List identifies over-exploitation, human development, pests and diseases, overgrazing,
desertification and fires as the main threats to the trees and forests in the region, while a lack of financial
resources and infrastructure since the break-up of the Soviet Union has also had a negative impact.

"Central Asia's forests are a vital storehouse for wild fruit and nut trees," said Antonia Eastwood, the Red
List lead author. "If we lose the genetic diversity these forests contain, the future security of these foods

http://license.icopyright.net/user/viewFreeUse.act?fuid=NzcwNjEwMA %3D%3D 29/03/2010



The Independent: Death in the Orchard of Eden Page 2 of 2

could be jeopardised, especially in the face of unknown changes in global climate.”

Owing to the often fragmented, mountainous geography of the landscape, the genetic diversity these
plants display is exceptionally high, and could prove vital in the development of new disease-resistant or
climate-tolerant fruit varieties. FF! is already working in Kyrgyzstan to save and restore one of the most
highly threatened apple species identified in the report, the Niedzwetzky apple (Malus niedzwetzkyana),
as part of its Global Trees Campaign. Only 111 individuals of this tree are known to survive in
Kyrgyzstan and the species features on the Red List as "endangered"” - the second highest category of

threat.

FFl is also working with local communities and government forest services in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan
to encourage sustainable use and more effective protection for forest resources, including providing
training for community groups and grants for eco-friendly small businesses to assist local livelihoods.

To build on this work, a new collaborative project is being launched in Kyrgyzstan this year, led by
Professor Adrian Newton of Bournemouth University, which will conduct research on threatened trees,
provide training to Kyrgyz scientists and involve local communities in forest use planning.
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